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Agriculture in Kerala is faced with the agrarian crisis of farmers and farm labourers leaving the sector. The worst hit is rice
production which has been the main employment provider for rural population in the state. Green Army Labour Bank (GALB)
fostered by the local body of Wadakkanchery Block in Thrissur district of Kerala was organised on the lines of Food Security
Army (FSA) of Kerala Agricultural University and started functioning from 2008. It was conceptualised as an efficient work
force in the form of labour bank equipped with modern farm techniques and has succeeded in infusing modern methods into
conventional farming especially in rice through mechanisation and other labour-saving techniques. Paper describes the
results of a systematic study taken upto assess the attitude of rice farmers towards GALB and mechanization in rice. Attitude
of rice farmers towards GALB was measured using Likert’s summated rating method. Responses from a sample of forty
randomly selected rice farmers from the study area was used. Mean attitude score for the sample was 52.25 which indicated
overall positive attitude to GALB and farm mechanization. It indicated high reputation of the GALB members among the
farmers. Ninety-five per cent of farmers agreed that they preferred GALB for farming operations as GALB showed better
efficiency in farm operations. There was also complete agreement among farmers that farming wasmore remunerative and
easier with machines compared to manual practices. Hence, there is good scope for mechanization of field operations in other
crops and need to be extended throughout the state.
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